
Afew months ago, I stepped into rather large 
shoes, as I took over the JOFA presidency 
from Judy Heicklen. For the past five years, 

Judy has run the organization with her quiet focus, 
steel-trap intellect, and acerbic wit. And we have all 
been the beneficiaries. I have the pleasure of taking 
over an organization with a new, tremendously 
talented executive director and staff and an overall 
sense of renewed energy. I hope not to squander the 
opportunity.   

Our goals for the next few years include putting the organization 
on a more stable financial footing (thanks to all of you who stepped 
up so admirably at the dinner), moving seriously on our out-of-town 
programming, and determining the next steps for JOFA. JOFA is now 
eighteen years old. (That’s a number that is easy for me to remember, since 
my speech at an early JOFA conference began, “Six weeks ago I gave birth 
to a daughter.”) And it’s time to reorient ourselves. What better way than 
to go out into the broader Modern Orthodox community and listen?

Therefore, in the next few months, JOFA will be embarking on its 
own “listening tour.” During this time, we hope to set up one-on-one 
meetings with community thought leaders, organize listening salons and 
meetings throughout the country, and disseminate an online questionnaire 
for everyone involved in JOFA. We will need each of you to be a part 
of this effort as we move ahead. We’ll be contacting you individually, in 
groups, and online in the hopes of hearing your voices and your views 
on what Modern Orthodoxy’s priorities and main concerns should be in 
the coming years. I hope that this will enable us to set out our projects 
and goals in a more inclusive way for the next eighteen years. You will be 
hearing more about this in future JOFA Journals.

This issue of the JOFA Journal takes us into darker territory: sexual 
abuse. As Orthodox feminists, we try to be sensitive and thoughtful about 
power dynamics and the various ways in which authority and control can 
be abused. Sexual abuse extends far beyond the Orthodox community. 
However, given the confluence of events in the Orthodox community 
in the past few years, we find ourselves compelled to add our voices to 
those who have stepped forward to shine the light on sexual abuse and 
harassment within the Orthodox community in general and, in particular, 
on sexual abuse by people in positions of religious authority.

As many of you know, my life’s work is about trying to bring the issue 
of sex and sexuality out of the whispered, shadowy corners of our lives, 
so that we can discuss it with one another, with our children, and with 
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DEALING WITH THE PAST, 
ANTICIPATING THE FUTURE
By Bat Sheva Marcus

F R O M  O U R  P R E S I D E N T

I       n April 2013, I spoke out publicly as 
a victim of childhood sexual abuse 
while at an Orthodox sleepaway 

camp in 1979. My ar-
ticle was published in 
the New York Jewish 
Week, and since then, 
I have been actively 
working to address the 
issue of sexual abuse in 
the Jewish community. 
There is a lot to say about the broad phe-
nomenon of sexual abuse, the lifelong 
impact of abuse on victims, the impor-
tance of thoughtful prevention, the need 
for institutional policies, the culpability 
of both abusers and enablers, and the 
communal culture that has, for years, 
failed to address this phenomenon.

Rather than focus on those topics, 
though, I will attempt to offer insight 
into the thoughts of a victim of sexual 
abuse: what went on in my mind at the 
time, what has been on my mind in the 
years since the abuse, what ultimately 
caused me to come forward, and how 
I relate to the experience today. I do 
not claim that my experience is typical 
or representative, but I hope that this 
glimpse into my perceptions will be 
meaningful for some.

How the Abuse Began
Imagine being an awkward thirteen-

year-old boy in an all-boys sleepaway 
camp. It was my second year at Camp 
Dora Golding. I had friends, but I lacked 
confidence. I was painfully shy, and in 
a world where sports was an impor-
tant currency, I was an average athlete 
at best. These attributes may describe 
many at that age, but to predatory serial 
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