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Motzaei Shabat Zachor 5769*
To Rabbi Avi Weiss Shlit"a
,N1072) Mo

Regards and Blessings,

In answer to your question regarding the possibility of appointing a woman, who has learned Torah,
and especially the halakhot of Orah Hayyim and Yoreh Deah from outstanding Torah scholars, and
who according to her skills, knowledge, middot and life style is worthy of serving in Rabbinic roles,
fulfilling a Rabbinic responsibilities in the community, and to be called Morateinu [Our teacher], or
Hakhama [wise one].

This question touches upon questions of offering Torah instruction and teaching Halakha in the
community, giving psak, women in authoritative positions (7772), and the boundaries of modesty
(tzniut) in an congregation that consists mainly, or entirely, of men.

In truth, this is not a new question and there is nothing in it that is revolutionary, or "modern". The
establishment of "Beis Yaakov" at its time, giving benot Yisrael a comprehensive Torah education,
following the ruling of the Chafetz Chaim zt"l, was truly revolutionary. That decision changed the face
of generations, families and communities in Israel, in a way that it is difficult for us to imagine what
would have occurred without it.

However, the appointment of an exceptional and unique woman to a tafkid torani (religious office),
even the premier position in its generation, is an act that has been performed from time immemorial.

Beginning with Sarah Imeynu, about whom our Rabbis have stated that her level of prophecy exceeded
that of Abraham (Rashi Bereshit 21:12), matriarchs and prophetesses, Miriam, Devorah, Hannah, who
established song and prayer in Israel, and the wife of Manoah, and the Shunamite woman, who were
closer to the knowledge of Hashem and to prophecy — more than their husbands, as the Tanakh testifies
(Judges 13:8-11, and especially 22-23; Melachim II 4:8-10; and especially 22-23) —

Through Queen Shlomtzion, who was more worthy of the Hasmonean throne than her husband
(Kiddushin 66a; Sotah 22b), and was closer to the Sages of Israel than any of the Hasmonean Kings.
Hazal of her time were not concerned about the Sifre's midrash halakha (on Devarim 17:15 — "Melech
velo Malka"), which the Rambam brought down as law (Hilkhot Melakhim 1:5) —

And up through learned women, disseminators of Torah and poskot — Halakhic rulers — in Israel, such
as Marat Beila, wife of the Sm"a (who was referred to by her son in his introduction to his father's
commentary on the Tur, the Drisha, at the end of Even HaEzer), whom the greatest of the achronim
discussed one of the two halakhot which she introduced (7w7°m), that when lighting Yom Tov candles,



one must recite the blessing before lighting the candles (over le'asiyata), as in most of the blessings
over commandments (birkot hamitzvah), since using fire (77v277) is permissible on Yom Tov (the
Magen Avraham and the Dagul Mirevava disagreed with her, so as not to have separate customs for
Shabbat and Yom Tov, and the Hatam Sofer paskened like her, and this seems to be the ruling in the
Mishna Berura, see all in Orah Hayyim 263:5).

Such was also Marat Osnat, the daughter of R. Shmuel Barazani, the rosh yeshiva of Mosul and a
leader of Kurdish Jewry. His daughter, who already in his lifetime taught at his yeshiva, succeeded him
in his position, and whom Rabbis addressed using titles such as 7"9mn [*27 297 13107 — Our Teacher,
the Rabbi, Rabbi...] (the entire account can be found in the article of Uri Melamed and Rina Levin
Melamed, "The Rabbanit Osnat — The Religious Head of the Yeshiva from Kurdistan", Pe'amim 82 pp.
163-178 (Hebrew)).

A third example (out of many such examples) can be brought from Marat Hava Bachrach, the
granddaughter of the Maharal, and the grandmother of R. Yair Hayyim Bachrach, author of the Havot
Yair, which her grandson named in her memory where he testifies that she learned Tanakh, [Talmud]
Bavli and Yerushalmi, Midrash, Responsa and Poskim, and that she would sit with students and
discuss Halakhic points (n75797) (at the end of the introduction to Havot Yair, and in many places
within the work).

As every student knows, the Tosafot already debated the question of how Devorah the Prophet judged
Israel (Gittin 88b; Baba Kamma 15a; Nida 50a), and they gave three different answers (all three are
also mentioned in the Sefer haHinukh, R. Chavel edition, p. 141).

1) A woman is eligible to decide legal matters (1177 7w>), since "The Torah made men and women
equal in all dinim (civil matters) in the Torah" (Baba Kamma 15a, etc.), despite the fact that she is not
eligible to testify (Baba Kamma 88a), and the statement that "All that are eligible to decide legal
matters are eligible to testify" (Mishna Nida 49b) only refers to men and not to women (see also
Novellae of the Rashba to Baba Kamma, 15a, in the first answer).

2) Devorah did not decide legal matters, but rather would teach them the laws, and that is permissible
according to all opinions, and as the Sefer haHinukh phrases it (ibid.): "She was a wise woman (isha
hakhama) and a prophetess, and they would discuss with her even issues of prohibited and permitted
(issur ve'eheter) and dinim as well"; and the Hinukh also wrote in another place, as part of the
discussion of the prohibition of instructing Halakha when intoxicated (R. Chavel edition p. 229): "the
prohibition on instruction applies in all places and at all times, and applies to men — and to a wise
woman (isha hakhama) who is worthy of instructing — and any person who is considered a wise person
and whose instructions people rely on, is prohibited from teaching to their students when intoxicated,
for their teaching is like instruction (77%737) as we have stated". The Hid"a relied on these positions of
the Rishonim and brought them as halakha in his Birkei Yosef, Hoshen Mishpat 7:12, and his ruling
was brought in the Pithei Teshuva there (par. 5). Rabbi Y"A HaLevi Hertzog relied on this ruling in
1948, as did many others.



3) Bnei Yisrael accepted Devorah the prophetess upon them because of her prophecy, and any person
whom the litigants in a trial accept upon them can arbitrate (be a dayan), even if that person is
otherwise not eligible to be a judge. The Sefer haHinukh brings this down more extensively, saying:
"The leaders of Israel accepted her upon them as a judge, and following them, every person accepted
her judgments, for in self acceptance certainly anyone is kosher (2 w> 9377 *RT) 192p27), for every
condition in finances exists"- and the Hinukh says all this according to the position which forbids
(mostly following the Yerushalmi Yoma 6:1), but according to those who permit (which were brought
above in the first answer), there is no problem and no forbidden aspect in having a woman be a judge.
This explanation of community acceptance was brought recently by one of the most stringent poskim
in this area, the Rishon Letziyon and former Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu Shlit"a (Tehumin 7
(1986) pg. 518-9), who wrote that the acceptance by Am Yisrael of Devorah was due to her powers of
prophecy and as a special instruction of the time (hora'at sha'a) (following the language of the Tosafot
and not that of the Sefer haHinukh), but this is only in the case of leadership of an entire people,
however a "specific community, organization or town, can accept upon them, in a majority decision, a
woman as a head of a board, administration, and so on".

From all of this it emerges quite clearly, that an Isha Hakhama can teach and instruct, according to all
of the opinions, and a community can accept upon themselves an Isha Hakhama as their teacher
(Morah) in Torah, in all of the regular roles of a community and synagogue rabbi, and there is no
aspect of suspicion or prohibition, even according to the strict positions in Halakha on this issue. And
in any case it is clear that there is no concern in this, not from the aspect of "positions of power" (777)
for a woman, since they accepted her upon them, and not from a modesty (tzniut) perspective, since we
are discussing suitable and wise women, who know the boundaries of tzniut.

Regarding that which many people are concerned about — the breaking of boundaries, and an erosion
towards Reform and Feminist directions — this concern exists for men no less than for women.
Ultimately, the Reform movements were founded and led by men many generations before the issue of
women came up on the agenda. And in general, anyone who is trained in the teachings of Hazal knows
that the women of Israel did not sin at the Golden Calf (egel hazahav — see the weekly Torah portion),
nor at the sin of the scouts (meraglim; Bamidbar Raba 21:20), and that the redemption of Israel from
Egypt was in the merit of the assembling women (nashim hatzov'ot; Rashi Exodus 38:8), for the men
were terrified of Pharaoh's decree much more than the women, as Miriam, Aharon's sister, said to her
father Amram, "Your decree is worse than that of Pharaoh" (Shemot Raba 1:16-17) — and what right
do men, whose forefathers' filth (zuhama) returned to them because of these sins, have to accuse the
women of Israel of all of their concerns regarding breaking of boundaries — it is better that they create
boundaries within themselves, and not seek examples of faulty women, corresponding to whom there
are such faulty men aplenty.

On the contrary, we are well versed in the ways of the daughters of Israel being more stringent upon
themselves, much more than the original prohibition, in the issue of keeping seven clean days on any
drop of blood (Nida 66a, and see the Ramban's explanation in his novellae there on the stricture of the



daughters of Israel), and that which some people claim today, a few men and women, that this entire
stricture came from the men and that they ascribed it to women, since the entire "Halakhic discourse"
was in the hands of men — all this is not plausible in my eyes whatsoever, since I see today the relation
that exists between the actual laws of Hametz on Pesach, and how great the distance is between the
Halakha and that which most women do, being increasingly stringent upon themselves in the cleaning
for Pesah far beyond the boundaries of the law. Therefore, I often plead persistently of the female
Torah scholars of our time, that they not be excessively strict upon themselves and upon us, and there
is a great need to be concerned for excessive stringencies, which turn in the end into leniencies,
especially in our generation.

In conclusion, a great congratulations (Yishar Koach) to all those wise women, unique and distinct,
who are worthy to teach and to instruct, and a great Yishar Koach to all those who support them — and
a community can accept such women upon themselves, by majority decision, if the community finds
them suitable and worthy to the position. And I am sure that Klal Yisrael and its connection to Torah
will only be strengthened from this.

,Nﬂ”'ﬂ&b 127 720722
With the blessing of the Torah,

Yoel Bin-Nun
Alon Shevut

*With grateful appreciation to Mishael Zion for his translation
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Question as to whether a woman may give halachic decisions

Question: Can a woman answer halachic questions, that is to say
be a halachic decisor?

Response: In Mishnah Nidah 6:4 it is said: Whosoever is eligible to
judge is eligible to bear witness. And in Yerushalmi Yoma 6:1 it is
explicitly stated that since a woman may not bear witness she
cannot judge. The Tosafot (ibid. 50a) asked: How then did Deborah
the Prophetess serve as a judge? And one of their answers is that
what the Mishnah means to teach us is only that he who is eligible
to give witness may judge, i.e. that he who for some specific
reason is ineligible to bear witness, he may not judge. But not that
there is an overall prohibition against women's acting as judges.
This answer takes no account of the Yerushalmi's formulation.

Furthermore, there are numerous areas in which a woman is
eligible to give testimony, such as in the cases of Yibum and
Halitzah (Shulchan Aruch, Even ha-Ezer, Seder Halitzah 21-24.
Rambam, Hiichot Yibum ve-Halitzah 4:31), issues between a man
and his wife (Rambam, Ishut 21:10), concerning a captive woman
that she was not raped and is permitted to marry a Cohen
(Rambam, Issurei Biah 18:17), establishing ownership (Baba Kama
104b), issues both monetary and otherwise (Ketubot 85b,
Responsa Rivash 182), everywhere when the testimony of a single
witness suffices (Rambam, Edut 5:3), Kashrut, separating hallah,
Shabbat, Nidah (Responsa Tzitz Eliezer vol.4, 20), everything that
a person can of his own accord correct (Shulhan Aruch, Even ha-
Ezer 17.3, based on M. Yevamot 16:7), etc. From which it follows
that in all these areas a woman is eligible not merely to give
testimony, but also to give judgement.

In an additional answer offered by the Tosafot ibid,, it is stated: "Or
that she [Deborah] did not herself give judgement, but taught [the

judges] the laws, and the Yerushalmi declares women ineligible to
judge. From this answer we learn that a woman may give halachic
rulings, for that is the real meaning of teaching halachah to others.

According to both of the above replies, the upshot of the passage
in the Bavli is that a woman may give halachic rulings. And this,
indeed, is how one may understand a statement in Sefer ha-
Hinnuch (1568), who wrote concerning the prohibitions of one who is
drunk against giving judgement: [This prohibition] prevents giving
judgement in any place and at all times on the part of males and of
a wise woman who is suited fo give ruling. That is to say, "a wise
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woman who is suited to give rulings" may not do so if she is drunk,
but may do so if she is not.

And this is how the Hida (R. Hayyim Yosef David Azulai) in his
Birkei Yosef, Hoshen Mishpat 7:12, (and thence in Pithei Teshuvah
ibid. sect. 5) understood the situation: "Namely that a woman is
ineligible to judge; however, a wise woman may give rulings. So it
is apparent from one of the Tosafot's answer, namely that Deborah
taught them the laws. And see that this is so in Sefer ha-Hinuch,
for in sect. 83 he agreed that a woman is ineligible to judge, while
in sect. 158, conceming drunkards he wrote: "and so a wise
woman who is suited to give rulings..."

Furthermore, the Rambam in Hilchot Talmud Torah chapter 4 ad
fin., wrote conceming "the need to understand the forbidden and
the permitted and the rest of the commandments... which
constitute the great goodness the Lord bestowed [upon us] to the
betterment of this world so that we may merit the World to Come,
for these are subjects that all have to know. And they may be
known to all — old and young, man and woman, one with a broad
heart and one with a narrow ." From here we may learn that an
adult woman, with a broad heart, may well "understand what is
forbidden and what is permitted.”. Indeed, continues the Rambam,
"the crown of Torah stands waiting for all, as it is said 'Moses
commanded us a law, even the inheritance of the congregation of
Jacob' (Deut. 33:4) — everyone who wishes may come and take"
(Rambam, Talmud Torah 3:1).

On the basis of these sources several great authorities of recent
times agreed that a wise woman, who took upon herself to study
the Torah in depths, and who could be said to be crowned with the
crown of Torah, and who achieved a standard of leaming such that
she could give halachic rulings, may indeed do so. So determined
Rav Yitshak Isaac Herzog z"l, and Rav Bakshi Doron, may God
preserve him and give him long life (Binyan Av. Jerusalem 65:5,
p.287), who wrote that women can be "of the great ones of the
generation and serve as decisors, teaching Torah and halachic
rulings, for which the authority stems from personal abilities.”

As to the question of whether a woman can serve in position of
communal authority, the view of the Ramban (Melachim 1:5) is
known, forbidding women from having any position of authority.
However, later authorities stated that they know no source for this
opinion {Igrot Mosheh, Yoreh Deah vol.2, 45), and that it is "a
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rejected ruling "(Mishpetei Uziel vol.3, Hoshen Mishpat 6). In
addition Rav Uziel wrote (in Piskei Uziel 43):

This ruling only refers to an appointment by
the Sanhedrin. But when the appointment is
by the consent of the community, where
through a majority vote the public voices its
opinions, the agreement and trust of the
public in its appointees, who will be
supervising their communal affairs — in such a
case even the Rambam would agree that
there is no hint of a prohibition [i.e. for a
woman to so servel.

And indeed, R. Moshe Feinstein permitted a woman to serve as a

kashrut supervisor, even though that is a position of communal
authority (Igrot Moshe ibid.).

And should one suggest that a woman's serving in a central
position of authority in a community, and especially in the
synagogue constitutes a breach of modesty, and perhaps even
involves the prohibition against "the voice of a woman being
unchaste”, Rav Uziel already determined (Piskei Uziel 44):

i is common sense that in any serious
meeting and meaningful conversation there is
no question of lack of modesty.... And sitting
in the proximity [of women] when involved in
communal affairs, which is work of holiness,
does not lead to lightheartedness, (i.e.
immodesty). For all Israel are holy people,
and her women are holy, and are not to be
suspect of breach of modesty and morality.

So too concerning "the voice of a woman being unchaste”, latter
day authorities stated that wherever the awe of the Shechinah is
present, we need not concern oneself with this rule, (R. Zvi
Elimelech of Dinov, Bnei Yisaschar, Kislev-Tevet 4, 122, in the
name of the Hida; and indeed such may be deduced from the
straightforward reading of the beraita in Megillah 23a).

To summarise: From the time of our ancestoral mothers, Sarah,
Deborah the Prophetess, Beruriah the wife of R. Meir, there were
learned women who dealt in halachah, and gave halachic rulings.
See, for example, Teshuvot Maimoniyot to Maachalot Asurot 5;
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Tosafot Shabbat 111 b; Raviah, Evel sect. 841; Or Zarua vol.2,
256; Responsa R. Hayyim Or Zarua 101, 146, etc. Madame Bailah
the wife of the Sma, was famous, and R. Yehezkel Landau writes
of her "that in my humble opinion the law is according to his
mother.... And so would | rule like the wife of the Gaon the
Derishah, who is a lady whose heart rises up in wisdom."

In conclusion: From the above sources, the Tosafot in Nidah, the
Sefer ha-Hinuch, the Hida in Birkei Yosef, and a number of latter-
day authorities, it emerges that "a wise woman", a god-fearing one,
who studied Torah intensively and halachah systematically in depth
and in breadth from truly learned scholars, and who was examined
by them and/or by an experienced rabbi, and who gained practical
experience in the areas of halachah by being in constant contact
with true authorities, she is certainly worthy to be crowned with the
crown of Torah, and rightly to be considered eligible to give
halachic responses and practical ruling, in those areas in which
she was examined and found competent. And may the Lord guard
over her that she make no error, and lead no one astray, but guide
her congregation along the pathway of Torah and the fear of God.

Rabbi Professor Daniel Sperber
President

Adar 5769.
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Magen David Sephardic Congregation
Beit Eliahu Synagogue

] was asked to respond to the question of whether a woman vx{ho is
knowledgeable in Torah Law may issue rulings on matters of halakha. My
answer is as follows:

There is a paucity of classical source material adcliressir}g: the :
question of whether qualified women can rcx}de}' hal'flkhlc decisions, i.e.,
give nxnn. However, what material does exist is uniformly and clearly in
support of the permissibility of women being NN MO,

For example, the TN 190, in NP My P0IY N9, writes that the
prohibition of giving mxmn while intoxicated applies both to men and to
women who are qualified to rule on halakhic issues. This statement takes
for granted that the existence of a qualified female halakhic decisor 1s
possible and that her service in this capacity would be fully legitimate and
recognized as valid by Jewish Law.

. Furthermore, the quy »>72, written by the renowned sage N"7nn 110
and cited approvingly in 1 "0 1 Y20 BN NN NN states unequivocally
that, although women are not permitted to serve as judges on a rabbinical
court, a knowledgeable woman may issue decisions on matters of halakha.'
Former Sephardic Chief Rabbi of Israel, Harav Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron,
concurs with this view in his responsa aN 2 n"w, as did one of his most
illustrious predecessors, Harav Ben-Zion Meir Hai Uziel in both svawn
Saomy and Yoy Spoa’.

The n2wn >nne points out that this distinction is, in principle, made
by the T1»nn 190 as well, inasmuch as he states that women are forbidden
from serving as judges but nevertheless allows for the possibility of
legitimate NN M who would be required to observe the mitzvah
prohibiting them from engaging in halakhic decision-making while under
the influence of alcohol.

- N'I0M 1o PYITD NOOM (along with one viewpoint in MADIN) permits women to scrve as
judges as well, but this view was not accepted by most Rishonim or Aharonim.

Ray 1Jziel went so far as to suggest that women could legitimately be appointed as religious
Judges (31°1) according 1o the 7MY IN2W, provided that the community voluntarily
consented to this, He demurred from this in practice, however.

8 ¥ http://lwww.magendavidsynagogue.com
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As the 7"a mentions, this approach is also supported by Moo in
297 N1 oon, who argue that, even if Devorah was not permitle(.l to serve
as the official judge of the Jewish people, she must at least have instructed
the judges in the proper interpretation of the law - i.e., been NN NIV 1O

them.

" “Ihis dichotomy, however, appears problematic. Why should a :
woman be entitled to render halakhic decisions yet be barred from serving
as a judge? In order to understand the answer, we must clarify the
fundamental difference between the concepts of nx 10 and YT N s and

the legal mechanisms by which they operate.

The literal meaning of Mxmn is teaching or instruction; indeed, the
words nxnn and nnn share the same Hebrew root. Specifically, nxnn
refers to the application of the abstract principles of Torah Law to the
concrete particulars of life. In essence, then, NN is nothing more than a
by-product of intensive Torah study. When one develops a thorough and
comprehensive theoretical knowledge of an area of Jewish law, and applies
that knowledge to the practical exigencies of life, one is basically engaging
in nNN.

- This is not to say that all Torah study is created equal. On the
contrary, the validity of any nxmn will be a function of the quality of the
research and analysis that produced it. Not all explanations are correct, not
all interpretations are valid, and not all conclusions are warranted. Even (he
most distinguished and scholarly Yeshiva students, Rabbis, men and
women are subjcct to occasional error, flaws in reasoning, forgetfulness and
bias. As the x"»7 explains in T'v ¥'v in 1™ pyv 1"m Yo, both halakha and
tradition dictate that one may not rely upon - or encourage others to rely
upon - the conclusions that emerge from one’s personal analysis of the Law
until. one has received explicit permission to do so from one’s teacher. This
restriction, similar to secular ‘quality control’ laws that require doctors,
lawyers, etc., to receive an aceredited education and be licensed before
practicing in their fields, prevents students who arc insufficiently prepared
from adhering to or disseminating their own incorrect rulings prematurely.

Be that as 1t may, the fact remains that the goal of all learning is to
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bring the practical implications of Torah to bear upon our lives; the?efore,
we can safely assert - at least in theory - that‘every well_—cxec‘utcd, sincere
and genuine act of mmm w57 has the potential to culminate in some kind of
nnn, whether it is a T to oneself or a NNMN to sOmMeone 'else. The
essential point here is that the core of any given act.of ‘nmm is the process
of Torah study upon which it is based and (rom which it emerges, and that
this process is equally accessible to competent men and to competent
womer.

S udgment, ot YT o2, on the other hand, derives its validity not
from the process that produces it but from the stature of the one who issues
it. Judgment is, by its very nature, an act of governance (M) and an
exercise of personal authoritative leadership rather than the outgrowth of a
specific act of mmn Tnbm. In this sense, serving as a judge is more akin to
receiving the original form of semikha that was conferred from Rabbi to
student from the days of Moshe Rabbenu until persecutions led to its
discontinuation during the Talmudic period. The quality of being a T7oow or
a monn Yy3a inheres in the recipient, endowing his person with unique
legal authority (n79¥) and his decisions with legitimacy and binding force.

In the framework of y7 npos, then, the legal decisions of the
individua)l are manifestations of the special status with which he is vested
and take effect by virtue of that status alone. Since today we lack the
authentic Sinaitic ordination, a lone judge cannot arrogate to himself the
level of authority once possessed by a 7990 nnmm Trw; it is instead
granted to the collective of three judges who convene a 7 ™1, Once the ™32
Y7 rules on a case, this ruling cannot be reversed unless a manifest error in
the proceedings is discovered. This is because the binding nature of the
decision is intrinsic, enshrined by the authority of the team of judges and
not contingent:upon any other factor.’

Granting a woman this form of political authority, or nw, is what
most Rishonim find objcctionable about the prospect of allowing women to
serve as judges. Prohibiting women from holding positions of N7 ensures

3. I subsequently discovered that this linc of reasoning and analysis is substantiated and
developed further by Harav Hagaon Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik 9"N3, as recorded in the
very beginning of "2 PON DI MYIAY MNIDAD D™ MNMYY TN,

* Tel: 301.770.6818 * Fax: 301.881.0498 * http://www.magendavidsynagogue.com
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that they remain free from communal obligation so that they can dedicate
themselves to maintaining the integrity and sanctity of the Jewish family
which was placed in their care by 7"apn.

We can now understand why women may indeed be nxmn smn but
may not, according to most opinions, hold official positions of ™ such
as judgeships. Women are capable of engaging in the study of Torah at high
levels and thejr theories and conclusions deserve to be accorded the same
respect and weight as those of their male counterparts. As long as their
process of Torah study is legitimate, the mx that organically emerge
from it are, by definition, legitimate as well. The validity or binding force
of a given halakhic conclusion is not contingent upon the political station of
its proponent but upon the rescarch and analysis that generated it; espousing
such a conclusion neither necessitates nor entails nw.

. In summary, the act of nxM0 is essentially an act of learning or
teaching and is not a manifestation of an individual’s political authotity or
NV at all. Therefore, a competent, knowledgeable and God fearing

womian who receives the requisite permission from her teachers is entitled
to be NN M. :

Rabbi Joshua Maroof
Magen David Sephardic Congregation
Rockville Maryland
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Writ of Autherization and JTitle

3
DS
A

BN A A WA W WA WA W) A ) W) A WA WA A ) A A WA W) A ErA) W) WA vy Ay Wby WA W) WA WA WA ) WA W) Vi) A A A WA WA v ) ) Y

"ATva

Sara bat Mordechai HaLevi and Batsheva

has studied and toiled in our holy Torah for many years. She has studied Torah and many halakhot from important rabbis and halakhic
decisors, and has been tested in the laws of Shabbat, the laws of kashrut, the laws of niddah and the laws of mourning.

She has been found well versed in these laws, in the rulings of the rishonim and the achronim, and is qualified to respond in these areas of
halakha with good judgment and clear reasoning.

It is thus, that we declare to the public, that she is worthy

11997 9272 NINIYVI HNIY Y9Y nvy
TO ANSWER ANY PERSON IN MATTERS OF HALAKHA

Behold, Ms. Hurwitz has been serving for many years as a Madricha Ruchanit to an important congregation, is skilled and experienced in
communal leadership, in officiating at lifecycle events, and in spiritual and pastoral counseling. She is well qualified to teach Torah to the
larger community and to lead the congregations of Jacob, and we are certain that her awe of Heaven precedes her wisdom. We therefore find
her worthy of receiving the title of

PINN HIMA NN NNM
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Halakhic, Spiritual, and Torah Leader
MaHaRa" T

Fortunate is the holy community that will choose MaHaRa" T Sara in honor, to bask in the glow of her wisdom. The authority of the Torah
will rest upon her shoulders, to spread the knowledge of God throughout the land.

In testimony of which, we affix our signatures below,
On this day, 26 Adar, 5769,
which corresponds to March 22, 2009
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12 ARRWN 7% 7wy v ar - This is the day the Lord has made — let us
rejoice and be happy in it.

T7vIn X2 °0 - For the time has come.

Today, we confer on Sara Hurwitz, the title n977 — NN NPIMY NoNOYa A3IY, as
she becomes a religious leader in Israel. This title fully reflects everything that
religious leadership is about and welcomes Sara as a full member of the clergy.

Sara is a n°no%7 "My, a halakhic leader with the authority to answer questions of
Jewish law asked by her congregants and others.

Sara is a M 7nIn, a spiritual leader with the qualifications to offer pastoral
care and spiritual guidance, and the right to lead lifecycle ceremonies within the
framework of halakha.

Sara is a n*1Mmn 730, with the knowledge to teach Torah, the written as well as
the oral law in every aspect of Jewish learning.

N7 — NN DPaMY N°NoYa a3nan — a halakhic, spiritual and Torah leader. A full
communal, congregational, religious leader, a full member of the clergy, leading
with the unique voice of a woman. 77w nIanR.

In achieving this status, Sara is building upon the progress of women and upon the
recognition of what Jewish women have earned over the years. For years now,
women have been studying at the Drisha Institute which has paved the way for the
highest level of learning for women, at Midreshet Lindenbaum, and at the Stern
College —Yeshiva University’s Graduate Program in Advanced Talmudic Studies.
Women are already serving as Yo’atzot Halakha, many in synagogues, offering
advice on the most intricate and intimate questions of family life. And women are
also serving as To’anot Rabbaniot, arguing Jewish law before rabbinic courts.
And today women are serving in leadership roles in Orthodox congregations in
Chicago and New York.

Sara’s step of becoming 77w n7an — a full communal, congregational, and
religious leader has naturally evolved from these past pioneering efforts. And yet,
what Sara has achieved today is distinctive.

Sara, under the tutelage of halakhic experts, has studied the established traditional
texts that are required to become a religious leader, and based on her mastery of
these texts, is assuming a full religious leadership position in a synagogue.



7w nann is brilliantly qualified in mind, heart and soul to lead halakhically,
spiritually, and as a teacher of Torah. I have seen firsthand over the past six years
how 77w n7an has dealt with difficult questions in halakha, questions that she can
now answer independently. And I have seen how 77w nann’s counseling has
touched the lives of those in need, and how her spiritual guidance has touched the
souls of so many at prayer services, and during significant rites of passage
ceremonies. And I have seen how 77w n77n’s teaching has inspired hundreds of
students.

7w naan carries herself with a rare combination of confidence coupled with
humility. A readiness to listen, to learn, to grow.

And so 7w NN, we bless you. We bless you with health, life and fulfillment.
We bless your family who celebrates with you this morning. Your mother,
Melanie, your father, Mervyn, your husband, Josh, and your children, Yonah,
Zacharya and Davidi.

We bless you that you go out and have an impact on the Bayit, on Am Yisrael, and
kol yoshvei tevel.

We bless you, as you rise and come forward to join me in officially becoming part

of the religious leadership of Israel.

These comments were given by Rabbi Avi Weiss at Sara Hurwitz’s Conferral
Ceremony, March 22, 20009.



