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Text One: Pirkei Avot 2:8

“Another favorite teaching of his [Hillel]:

More flesh, more worms; more possessions, more worries;

more wives, more witchcraft; more maidservants, more thievery.

However—

more Torah, more life;

more study with colleagues, more wisdom;

more counsel, more understanding;

more good deeds, more peace.

The acquisition of a good reputation brings personal gain,

but one who has acquired Torah has acquired eternal life.”

This text seems to imply that there is a give and take with the good and bad we encounter in our world. 

“More wives, more witchcraft; more maidservants, more thievery” on the surface might appear to be 

offensive to us living in our egalitarian and politically-correct world. When the Mishnah was written, it 

was simply implying that the more of something good you have, the more you worry about the impact it 

will have on your life.

Torah here stands in for learning. A person who can learn from anyone, young or old, lives on forever 

because of the ability to listen with an open mind and heart. Some of the best lessons I’ve learned have 

come from the preschool children I’ve worked with. Personal development comes when we open our 

ears and hearts to learning from one another and to listening to each other.        Rabbi Posen

How do you believe we gain a “good reputation”?

Text Two: Diana Ayton-Shenker, social innovator, impact strategist

“An African human rights leader once taught me how his path became clear as he 

was struggling to bring justice to his country, when he realized we each hold in our 

hands a moral compass to steer us on our ethical path.

Consider four core directions as your cardinal compass points to offer guideposts 

of daily life and pose fundamental questions.

Let your compass guide your way as you strive to pursue justice, do the right 

thing, and help repair the world.”

What values can you put on the four points of your moral compass to motivate your 
behavior, and why?
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Text Three: Pirkei Avot: 2:15

“Rabbi Eliezer taught:

…repent one day before your death.”

This passage is tricky. It is supposed to be. Since none of us knows the exact moment of our 

death, how can we repent one day before it? The message in this teaching is a reminder

to live each day as if it were our last, with a clean slate. By repenting each day, our behavior 

and actions are the better for it and so are we. Following this teaching on a daily basis can raise 

us to a higher standard and challenge us to keep on our toes. This passage tells us to repent 

now, not to wait for “someday.” Lois

How can you make this teaching a part of your daily routine?

Is just saying “I am sorry” enough for repentance?

What other things might you do to achieve repentance?

Text Four: Pirkei Imahot

Ruth Messinger, global ambassador for American Jewish World Service

I work in and outside the Jewish community to make social change and create a greater degree 

of justice in the world. What I have learned from this experience is: “We cannot

retreat to the luxury of being overwhelmed.” 

I know many Jews who are motivated to act for others but not sure how to proceed and also 

many who are activists working for social change who become discouraged and cut back or stop 

being involved. They talk about the frustratingly slow pace at which change occurs, how many 

setbacks arise, how many different issues and challenges there are competing for their 

attention.

Often, people say that it is too much, that they are overwhelmed, that because they cannot do 

everything, they cannot do anything. I certainly reassure them we all feel this way some of the 

time, but to feel or be overwhelmed and use that as an excuse to move away from work for 

social justice is a convenient out. It is a luxury we simply cannot allow ourselves to enjoy when 

we know there are human beings in trouble, in need of our not retreating.

It is our responsibility to work through the feeling of being overwhelmed, find ways in which we 

can make a difference, and remember our tradition teaches that to save one life is to save the 

world. 

In what ways might you pursue the mitzvah of social responsibility?
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How can we avoid using “the luxury of being overwhelmed” as an excuse?

What is your Wisdom?

Name:

City:

2-5 Word Bio:

Share one piece of wisdom you’ve received:

Share a piece of wisdom you’d like to be your legacy:
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