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No part in the Kingdom of Heaven:
Exemption from Shema

Chana Safrai

This paper' is one part of a larger project concerning the participation
of women in holy Jewish activities, rituals and holy spaces — Jewish
female religiosity in the rabbinic tradition. In its first part the paper will
attempt to establish that the Jewish kingdom of heaven is an important
space, though virtual, of religiosity, and the role of Krivat Shema in this
concept. And the second part will analyze the exemption of women
from this holy virtual space. Needless to say, the analysis in the
second part is dependant on and derives its strength from the minute
descriptions in the first part.

The role and place of the Jewish Kingdom of Heaven

The kingdom of heaven is a virtual space: Which would mean that no
concrete direction is ever given, no one single key opens its doors,
nor do any locks shut and prevent the entrance into the kingdom.
The concept is not Biblical, though many biblical verses recognize
God as the king, and speak of “his kingdom” or “your kingdom”,
nonetheless the abstract noun does not occur earlier than the NT
and the Tannaic period. Furthermore, the existence of the kingdom is
debated in the rabbinic literature. Thus, to Dt. 32:39 one reads {n the
Midrash Tannaim:

“‘See then, that I, I am He’ — This is an answer to whoever
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