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Cosmetic Surgery in Halacha

Dan Geisler

In the last quarter century cosmetic surgery has become
extremely popular in the United States." Advances on all
fronts of cosmetic surgery have made procedures more
accessible and less invasive.” With the rapid advancement
in this area of medicine and the likelihood that its prevalence
will only increase, it is worth investigating the halachic
perspective w1th regards to plastic surgery and its
permissibility.?

The Source For Practicing Medicine And Surgery

The Gemara in Baba Kama,* expounding on a passage
in Mishpatim states " Verapoh Yerapheh- mekan sheneetna

1. According to the American Society of Plastic Surgeons (ASPS),
6.6 million people had cosmetic surgery in 2002. All ASPS statistics
can be accessed online at www.plasticsurgery.org

2. More than 4.9 million people had non-surgical cosmetic
procedures in 2002-ASPS.

3. Although cosmetic surgeries declined slightly in 2002,
reconstructive plastic surgery increased-ASPS, online.

4. 85a. Another possible source for the practice of medicine
may suggest an obligation to heal, as opposed to simply giving
permission to a doctor to practice. The Gemara in Sanhedrin 73a
quotes the obligation to return a lost object to its owner and
assumes that if a person is obligated to return property, certainly
he is obligated to return a person’s health. This is quoted by the
Ran in Nedarim, 41b.
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