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We read in the Babylonian Talmud (Pesachim 108a):

MY — X7 AAWR WK ORY OO0 KOy kY — abya DN nwR

.12°07 v — 1ax bex ja .n2von
A woman in the presence of her husband is not required to
recline [during the seder on the night of Passover]. If she is an
important woman (ishah chashuvah), she is required to recline.
A son in the presence of his father is required to recline.

The obvious questions relating to this statement are: Why is a woman
in the presence of her husband not required to recline, and what is the
definition of an “important woman"? The Rashbam offers two possible
answers to the first question:

wIm1 1% DIDY NPYI NRYR 1D — 7R2°00 197 APR TWR
LRAPRY WIT ITITT IR OROR 27T nInYRwa
“A woman is not required to recline” — on account of fear/awe
of her husband, and her subordination to him. And in the She "iltot
[Q&A] of Rav Achai Ga’on it is explained that it is not the way
of women to recline. ¢

Obviously, the explanation of the Rashbam is difficult for many of
us to accept. Subordinate? The She’iltot, at least at first glance, is a
little easier to deal with. Evidently, it was not a customary practice for
ordinary women to recline, and therefore they were not required to do
so. Important women, who were accustomed to recline, were required
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