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A Return To Modesty?

Erica Brown

Salon Khairunnis advertises its services on the internet. In this salon
women can get their hair done, get a facial, a pedicure and enjoy
several different types of massage. What makes the salon different is
that it caters to Muslimahs, Muslim women, who need Halal certified
soaps and oils and who expose only their faces and the palms of their
hands. Such women must go to “Aurat protected areas,” locations
sensitive to Muslim conceptions of modesty, to have their hair cuts.
Reading their literature makes one aware of how distant their concepts
of modesty are from those prevailing in current Western society. And
then one cannot help asking the broader question, do we in Western
society have any concept of modesty left? A recent New York Times
article on dress codes in public schools throughout the United States
relates the struggle of administrators against a “sea of bare flesh.”
New regulations spell out the infringements:

...spaghetti straps are forbidden as is clothing that “bares the
private parts;” fishnet stockings and shirts, T-shirts with lewd
messages; flip-flops or other clothing more suited to the beach;
and skirts or shorts above mid-thigh. Boys cannot wear tank tops
or droopy athletic shorts." '

New dress codes and “modesty” monitors in the hallway are fighting
a losing battle trying to preserve a modicum of “dress decency™ in
America’s schools.

1  Kate Zernike, “School Dress Code vs. A Sea of Bare Flesh,” The New York Times,
September 11, 2001.
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