A

ab initio. see aliyyot, women receiving, ab initio

agmat nefesh. see anguish, psychological

agunot, 93, 151-152

Aleppo Codex, 136-137

aliyyot. see also Torah reading: blessings (see blessings, before public Torah reading);
blind men receiving, 154-155, 230; ignoramuses receiving, 96, 230, 253 (see also
am ha-arets); illiterate people receiving, 230 (see also literacy); minors receiving,
54, 54n20, 56, 59n26, 221, 236, 236n118, 238-239, 252, 254-257, 259n190, 266,
278, 284, 310, 371-372, 374, 400; people who are not Sabbath-observant,
246n158; person called up reading own portion, 40, 230, 235n114, 260, 294n9
(see also Torah reader, designated); priority in awarding, 249, 249n166, 253,
259n190, 266 (see also kohanim, town of); slaves receiving, 57n24, 58n24, 221,
238, 240, 241, 250n167, 252-253, 256, 266, 310; theoretically possible, 5, 35,
253n175, 334, 372, 381, 397; in antiquity, 46; in a town of kohanim (see kohanim,
town of); women receiving: ab initio, 237, 369; all the aliyyot, 56, 210, 235, 238—
239, 248, 250n167, 252, 254-257, 371, 400; and custom, 274-285 (see also
custom); first and last aliyyah, 54, 54n20, 255-256; historical precedence for, 15,
35, 48, 58-59, 64, 110n94, 210, 214n15, 334-335; and kevod ha-beri'ot (see
kevod ha-beri'ot); mandatory in some circumstances, 58; middle aliyyot only, 225,
228, 258, 314, 371-372, 400; no literate men present, 49-50, 51n18, 52, 237, 239,
369; objections to, 17, 22, 24n57, 38, 73, 100n83, 207, 211, 218, 222, 225, 226,
229n90, 263, 278, 293, 305, 305n56, 325, 326, 359-388, 371, 387, 403-404, 407,
custom, 260-261, 260n191, 291, 325; sexual distraction to men, 48, 52, 250n167,
310; outside synagogue, 251, 254, 272, 288, 291, 322-323 (see also Torah
reading, women engaging in, outside synagogue); minyan that meets in home, 44,
58n25, 210, 322; prohibition of, 12, 13, 19, 51, 58n24, 108n94, 160-161, 372, 387,
391 (see also aliyyot, women receiving, objections to); seventh aliyyah, 54n20,
57n24, 59n26, 210n2; only, 54n20, 59n26, 210n2, 238-239, 256-257; on Shabbat
only, 236, 257; when there are three aliyyot total, 226, 226n81, 236; without
reading their own portion, 210-211, 230, 239, 251, 253, 254, 256, 259, 272, 288,
291, 324-325, 326; women coming of their own volition, 85n65, 237

"All are included in the quorum of seven," 39, 44-45, 47, 56, 211, 213, 217, 228, 234—
239, 234n109, 294, 391. see also Megillah 23a, baraita in

am ha-arets, 231-232, 231m102

anguish, psychological, 81, 106, 134, 154, 159, 292, 336, 394; caused by: exclusion
from synagogue and/or ritual, 85, 154-155, 336, 405; Jewish custom or law itself,
69-72, 75n46, 332, 342—-343, 343n182; not being able to participate in queri‘at ha-
Torah, 331-332; leniency due to concern for, 69, 76—78, 92, 142, 154-155

animosity. see eivah

areyvut. see mutual obligation

"assur" vs. "lo," 43

authority, held by women, 6n9, 102-104, 103n89; in Jewish world, 23, 102-103, 361n2;
in modern society, 4, 84, 249, 356—-357



B

ba’al geri'ah. see Torah reader, designated

ban on hearing a woman's singing voice. see qol ishah

baraita in Megillah 23a. see Megillah 23a, baraita in

barekhu: as a davar she-bi-gedushah, 229n90, 364—-366; before each aliyyah, 229n90;
women reciting, 229n90, 368-369, 372, 387

bat mitsvah celebrations, 7, 95-96, 95n78, 116n204, 134-135, 180-183

birkhot ha-hodaah. see blessings, of thanksgiving

birkhot ha-Torah. see blessings, before public Torah reading; blessings, before studying
or reading Torah

bizzayon. see disgrace

blessings: over commandments from which one is exempt, 111-113, 116n104, 219n46,
225, 227-228, 231, 231n100, 258-259, 314, 376n11, 396, 397; women reciting,
219, 219n46, 227-228, 228n88, 228n89; over time-bound positive commandments,
111-113, 117n104, 219, 224, 227-228, 228n88, 397; before public Torah reading,
40, 218, 220, 255, 365-366; before and after each aliyyah, 54, 220, 224-225,
225n77, 226, 228, 229n90, 255-256, 314, 365, 387; reason for, 365—-366; as
birkhot ha-mitsvah, 224, 226-227, 258, 397; as blessings of praise, 220n54, 221,
226, 396; as devarim she-bi-gedushah, 229n90; before first aliyyah and after last
aliyyah, 54, 220, 220n47, 255, 258, 365, 387; minors reciting, 221, 255, 259n190,
371, 373, 399; not as birkhot ha-mitsvah, 218, 220-221, 222n64, 226—-229, 252,
376n11, 395, 396, 397; obligation, 214-217, 218n33; not discharging obligation of
listeners, 221-222, 222n60, 222n62; not of the congregation, 222n61; women's,
219, 394, 396; women's Biblical, 117n105a, 223n65; out of respect for the Torah,
55, 220, 222n64, 252, 259n190; women: forbidden to recite, 224, 225n78, 226,
228, 250n167, 258, 371, reciting, 55, 55n21, 113, 117n105a, 221, 222n64, 225n78,
229, 258, 295, 394, 397; reciting on behalf of men, 222n64, 223-224, 223n65,
225n78, 255; before studying or reading Torah, 40, 113, 218, 365; of Biblical origin,
219, 224n75; as birkhot ha-mitsvah, 223, 223n65, 224; as blessings of
thanksgiving, 218, 218n34, 222n63, 396; not as birkhot ha-mitsvah, 219, 222, 396;
as part of morning prayer service, 224, 395-396; women reciting, 219, 222,
222n63, 223, 223n66, 259, 395-396, 402-403; of thanksgiving, 55n21, 218, 221,
in vain, 55, 111-113, 213n10, 221, 221n57, 382, 399, 404, "who has not made me
a woman," 7, 100, 184-186, 195n228

C

cantor: immature, 263—-264 (see also kevod ha-tsibbur, examples where invoked,
immature permanent cantor); woman as, 3, 310, 334n150

change, discomfort with, 13, 14, 96, 135-137. see also halakhic process, innovation
within; slippery slope argument

childbirth, 152-153, 154n164, 171n197

children. see aliyyot, minors receiving

chosenness for receiving the Torah, 40, 55n21, 221, 399

circumstances, extenuating. see extenuating circumstances

city of kohanim. see kohanim, town of



community: of men, 408, 411; role in determining direction of halakhah, 22, 95n77,
102n85, 110, 114n200, 135, 176; women as part of, 399 405

community, Orthodox. see Orthodoxy

congregation. see also tsibbur: deciding halakhic practice for itself, 292; dignity of the
(see kevod ha-tsibbur); inconveniencing, 242, 247, 297n16, 403; not including
women by definition, 375

consensus, 6, 17, 22, 61, 87, 104, outside of Orthodox, 22, 61, 87, 97, 293

Conservative Judaism, 38, 94, 135, 209, 260, 277n243

context, 6, 9, 10, 88n70, 91, 117, 124-126

cursed, things that are, 244-245, 249

custom, 6, 64, 107n92, 210, 275, 277n243; authority of, 14, 98, 260, 274-279, 275,
282; change in, 89n70, 97, 130, 135, 138, 184, 210, 273, 285-287, 322, 358;
erroneous, 96, 131, 258, 258n185, 260n191 (see also custom, ungrounded); river-
flow metaphor, 274-275; types of, 279-285; ungrounded ("minhag be-alma"), 69,
96 (see also custom, erroneous); vs. law, 100, 277n243, 282, 284

D

da'at yahid. see halakhah, minority opinions within

davar she-bi-gedushah. see devarim she-bi-qedushah

decisor, halakhic. see poseq; poseqim

denominations, non-Orthodox, 260. see also Conservative Judaism; Reform Judaism;
barriers between Orthodoxy and, 17, 94, 95n76, 109n94, 110n94; fear of imitating,
95, 97, 109n94, 116n104, 131, 135, 180, 183n224, 260; fear of pushing women
into, 109, 109n94, 110n94, 117

desires of women, 85; overriding halakhic prohibitions, 85n66, 339-341; weight in
halakhah, 85n66, 87, 339-341

devarim she-bi-gedushah, 229n90, 233n107, 300, 310, 361n2, 393, 410; concentration
during, 306—307; requiring minyan, 229n90, 233n107, 300, 391

dignity, 76; of adults vis-a-vis children, 45-46; congregational (see kevod ha-tsibbur);
human (see kevod ha-beri'ot); of kohanim, 267; of the poor, 155-156; of women,
17,100-101, 184, 267, 382

discrimination, 19n44, 20, 92, 97

disgrace, 248, 249n164

distraction. see prayer, distraction during

distress. see anguish, psychological

divorcing infertile women, forced, 142—-143

E

education, Jewish. see also "Torah study": for women and girls, 18, 64n32, 96, 135

egalitarianism, 209

eivah, 231-232, 232n105

elections, women's participation in, 79, 95n77, 95n78, 126. see also voting rights,
women's

embarrassment. see also anguish, psychological; shame: edicts made to prevent, 100,
155-156, 230; prohibition of, 100

equality as halakhic value, 160n176



ethical state, undeveloped, 125-126

exemption from mitsvot, women's. see women, exemption from mitsvot
extenuating circumstances, 15, 128-129, 129n115, 130, 134, 210n2, 261, 265
Ezra. see Torah reading, historical development of

F

family minyan, 44, 60, 60n28, 127, 179. see also "aliyyot, women receiving, outside
synagogue"; "Torah reading, women engaging in, outside synagogue”

feelings, role of in halakhic deliberation, 19, 96—97, 96n80, 142

feminism, 8, 116n104, 118, 179n216, 233n107, 260, 261, 325

feminist jurisprudence, 8, 13, 15, 16

feminist legal theory, 8-9, 10, 13, 15. see also feminist jurisprudence

foolish. see indecency

formalism. see halakhah, formalism

fulfillment of other's obligation. see mitsvah, performance by the exempt, on behalf of
the obligated; Torah reading, women engaging in, fulfilling...

G

gender equality, 23; as a halakhic ideal, 125

God, glory of, 247, 261; communal forgoing of, 248

Grace After Meals, 245, 245n157, 246, 249n164, 303, 320. see also zimmun

H

habituation. see halakhah, habituation, role of

haftorah, women reading, 411

halakhah, 133n126, 133n127. see also rabbinic law; adding to or subtracting from,
89n70; change within, 6, 13, 64n32, 88n70, 89n70, 92-93, 98, 102, 104, 106, 117,
127, 292, 316 (see also change, discomfort with); determined by communal
practice, 102n85, 112; due to spiritual needs, 92, 104; examples of, 88—90; initiated
by women, 112; limited to Sanhedrin, 89n70; to promote welfare of women, 88n70;
contradictions within, 124; disagreement within, 31-33; disregard for due to
changing circumstances, 140-148; dynamism within, 7, 64, 88, 88n70, 89n70, 90—
91, 90n71, 92, 92n72, 98, 104, 117, 277 (see also halakhic process, evolutionary
view of); eternity of, 90n71, 93, 135; ethical principles within, 152n160; external
context and, 7, 21, 25n57, 89n70, 91-92, 104, 123, 124-126; changes in, 25n57,
91, 94n74, 103n86; fixed at a certain point in history, 88, 93; flexibility within (see
halakhah, change within; halakhah, dynamism within; halakhah, innovation within);
formalism, 7, 9, 11, 13-14, 16-18, 23, 94, 160n176; habituation, role of, 52-53,
53n19, 115n102, 250n167; inclusive bias, 16, 230-233, 232, 249-250; innovation
within, 88, 88n70, 90-92, 93, 97-98, 115, 131-139, 293, 316 (see also halakhah,
change within; halakhah, dynamism within); fear of, 132, 135-136; in response to
changing context, 91-94, 98, 103n86, 104, 123; leniency within, 91, 132; majority
opinions within, 129-131, 130, 328-329; minority opinions within, 10, 13, 127-139,
326-329, 333; da'at yahid, 6, 127, 326-327; legitimacy of relying on, 127-130; in
extenuating circumstance, 128-131, 129n115, 327-328; ruling according to, 128—
131, 129, 129n116, 131n120, 328-329; normative, 2, 22, 61, 104, 164-165, 395;



pleasantness as a value within, 17, 114n101, 124, 143n146, 150-153, 152n160;
public vs. private, 302-303; reasoning within, 129, 130, 264, river-flow metaphor,
15, 33, 87 (see also custom, river-flow metaphor); role of poseq in creating change
within, 7, 89n70, 92; Sages ignoring practices opposed to, 114, 114n101; examples
of, 114; as shaped exclusively by men, 18; status of women, 92; change in, 22;
reaction to improved, 125; strictness, 63n31, 69, 97-98, 132, 306; subjectivity
within, 12, 15, 23, 25, 159-160, 160n176; values of, 93-94, 99, 289

halakhic authority, 21, 23, 317, 322-323, 324

halakhic deliberation, 18, 21, 25, 35, 123, 124, 130, 263—-264, 405. see also halakhabh;
competing values within, 17, 25; extralegal arguments, 93-94; feelings, role of, 19,
96-97, 96n80, 142; historical and sociological contexts and, 15, 24, 88n70, 91-92,
123-124, 322-323; influence of changing needs of the community, 15, 94, 129;
policy considerations and, 9, 41, 52n18, 60, 62, 89n70, 94, 95n77; role of
surrounding factors, 18, 123, 124 (see also pesaq, role of surrounding factors); and
subjective considerations, 12, 159-160; values underlying, 150-151, 153n163; and
weighing competing demands, 12, 405

halakhic methodology, 27, 70, 123-126, 127

halakhic pluralism, 127-139

halakhic process, 22, 25, 35-38, 87, 88-106, 92, 92n72, 102, 233, 273, 292;
evolutionary view of, 23, 90-91, 90n71, 277; innovation within, 131-139;
philosophy of, 14-15; reasoning, role of, 129, 130, 264

Hallel, 244-246, 269

hands, laying of on Temple sacrifices, 74-75

hands, laying of on Temple sacrifices by women, 74-75, 78-79, 231, 231n97, 336—-337,
385

haghel: as model for public Torah reading, 214, 214n13, 364, 393; women's obligation
in, 214, 376, 393, 409

heaven, dignity of, 247, 251, 261

Hillel vs. Shammai, 166-167, 166n187

hiyyuv. see mitsvah, concept of obligation; obligation

human dignity. see kevod ha-beri'ot

humiliation, legitimacy of feelings of, 19, 19n44

I

immodesty. see modesty

impurity and words of Torah, 65—-66, 68

inclusiveness, as value, 6, 230, 232. see also halakhah, inclusive bias

indecency, 301, 301n36, 315n87

individual opinion, 6, 127-128

innovation in halakhah, 88, 88n70, 90-92, 97-98, 115, 131-139. see also halakhic
process, innovation within

intention, 95, 109, 115, 116, 116n104; sincerity of, 115, 116, 116n103, 116n104

K
kaddish, recitation by women, 7, 94-95, 94n75, 94n76, 104, 104n90, 131n121, 178—
179, 178n213, 179n215, 272



kavod, 17n38, 18-19

kevod ha-beri'ot, 6, 7, 17, 39-64, 74-83, 84-87, 154-161, 292, 336-343, 385; and
aliyyot for women, 84, 160-161, 292; to alleviate pain for entire community, 81-82;
claimed for something caused by Rabbinic ordinance, 342—343; as constitutive
value, 84; defining, 160-161; examples where it is invoked, 76, 80-82, 154, 157—
158, 336—339; hearing aid on Shabbat, 79-80, 79n59, 338-339; menstruant
women entering synagogue, 76, 336; wearing kilayim in public place, 342—-343;
women repairing Torah scrolls, 78, 385; invoked to increase joy, 83; invoked where
women had adopted a practice, 78; limits of, 341-342; as meta-value, 84, 154,
157n168; objectivity of, 160-161, 342; as obligatory legal norm, 84; overruling:
kevod ha-tsibbur, 84, 87, 87n67, 292, 336; a negative commandment of the Torah,
75, 80, 161, 338; other values, 84, 84n64; prohibitions, 336—341; Rabbinic law, 78,
161, 338, 341; reluctance to invoke principle of, 75n46, 158; subjectivity of, 159—
160, 159-161

kevod ha-beri‘ot vs. kevod ha-tsibbur, 6, 84-87, 106

kevod ha-torah, 220, 221n57, 222n64

kevod ha-tsibbur, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13-14, 35, 39-64, 43, 45, 51n17, 59, 84-87, 207, 211,
212n10, 234, 236-238, 240, 241-250, 242n139, 251, 256, 259n190, 292, 294,
295, 297-301, 312, 380-385, 387, 389, 391, 398, 401-402, 405; as ab initio
concept, 241, 242-243, 244, 249, 261-263, 268; as absolute prohibition, 305n53,
381-382; applicability in modern community, 85, 87, 249; communal forgoing of,
59-60, 59n27, 210, 248, 249, 272, 288, 291, 344-357; impossibility of, 345-347,
382-384; for the sake of women's aliyyot, 348—-355, 357; as conditional statement,
41, 85; definitions of, 248, 300, 300n31, 401; examples where invoked, 59-90, 242,
247, 264, 297, 297n16, 346347, 403; immature permanent cantor, 243, 247, 261,
263-264, 297n16, 312n79, 346—349, 351-353; priestly blessings, 264, 297n16;
reading Megillah while sitting, 242—-244, 297n16; reading Torah: from a book or
partial scroll, 59-60, 212n10, 242, 242n140, 247, 264, 265, 297n16, 382—-383, 404,
405; from a defective scroll, 212n10, 350, 382; removing adornments from ark,
242, 247, 297n16; scrolling Torah before congregation, 242, 242n139, 247,
263n205, 264, 265, 297n16, 350-351; women and men mingling in Temple, 298;
women reading Megillah on behalf of men, 243; women reading Torah (see Torah
reading, women); women receiving aliyyot (see aliyyot, women receiving); as
gender-based principle, 239n127, 240, 250n167; as inconveniencing the
congregation, 247 (see also congregation, inconveniencing); kevod ha-beri'ot: as
opposed to, 18, 106; superseded by, 20, 106, 311, 336; as kevod shamayyim, 261,
261n195, 262-263; as national standard, 345; not a halakhic category, 238n124,
241; not applicable, 44, 260; in case of only minimal participation by women, 241;
family, when all are members of one, 44, 60, 60n28, 127, 246, 261, in private
settings, 44—45, 268; unusual situations, 44-45, 261; not waivable, 261, 261n195,
262, 264, 305n53, 359, 382-383, 387, 401, 403-404; as objective standard, 12,
13-14, 403, 406; as prohibition vs. policy recommendation, 40-41, 241; rationale
behind usage for a Rabbinic law, 53, 312; as recommendation, 6, 11, 60, 241, 245,
311-313; as relative concept, 265, 267, 288, 403; rishonim, in the literature of the,
49; secondary reason indicating no primary objection exists, 212, 213n10, 404; and
sexuality, 52; of men, 20, 250n167, 310; as socially-sensitive principle, 13, 14, 247,



249, 290, 406; social status, indicating, 240, 284; superseded by other
considerations, 267, 330-331; as violation of codes of decency, 301, 315n87;
voiding performance of mitsvot, 241; waivability of, 24n57, 266; as waivable, 6, 11,
20, 56, 248, 251, 261, 261n195, 262, 272, 288, 311, 405; by congregation, 248,
249, 261, 264, 265 (see also kevod ha-tsibbur, communal forgoing of); outside the
synagogue, 269, 319-320; when no affront to dignity felt, 59, 59n27

kevod ha-tsibbur vs. kevod ha-beri'ot. see kevod ha-beri‘'ot vs. kevod ha-tsibbur

kevod shamayyim, 247, 248n162, 249, 261, 263; communal forgoing of, 248

kohanim, town of, 24n57, 56, 127, 210n2, 266—267, 330, 333-334, 357, 384-385, 404—
405; Maharam of Rothenberg's view on, 24n57, 56, 210n2, 266, 330, 357, 384,
405; Mordecai ben Hillel's view on, 210n2, 267; Rashba's view on, 24n57, 384—
385, 405

L

leadership, by women, 6n9, 103n89, 105

legal formalism. see halakhah, formalism

literacy: illiteracy, 49-50, 230, 230n95; education as remedy for, 230n95, 250; male, 53,
246, 249, 250; women receiving aliyyot due to lack of, 49-50; universal, 6, 53, 61,
women, 50n16, 53

lulav, and women blessing over, 112, 116n104, 228n89, 397

M

marriage, levirate. see yibbum

Megillah: women and men forming joint minyan for purposes of, 115n102; women's
obligation in, 51, 243

Megillah 23a, baraita in, 211, 211n3, 380, 391, 401. see also "All are included in the
guorum of seven"; categorical prohibition vs. recommendation, 211; layered
document, 46—-48, 294, 380; unified document, 46, 295, 380

Meqgillah reading: inclusion of women in minyan, 213n11; obligation as individual, not
communal, 215, 215n21, 368; reader standing during, 242—-244; by women, 51,
115n102, 209, 209n1, 215, 269, 361n2; and kevod ha-tsibbur, 51, 243-244, 268,
270n230; for men, 243-244, 246, 268, 270n230, 303—-304; and qol ishah, 71n39,
270

mehitsah, 1, 4, 17, 86, 271, 307, 359, 387, 411

menstrual impurity, 7, 169n195, 171; customs surrounding, 65n34, 71, 162, 163,
ascending bimah, 65, 168; distancing from, 163-164, 166, 166n189; holding a
prayer book, 69, 71, 164, 168; holding Torah scroll, 65-67, 67n35, 168; housework,
164-167, 164n184, 168n193, 168n195, 170n196; jewelry and makeup, 164-165,
165n185; looking at things, 168, 170, 170n196; prayer, 67, 69—70, 164, 168n195;
reading Torah, 65n34, 66, 67n35, 168; reciting blessings, 67, 71; regional or local,
67—-69, 72; saying "Amen" after another's blessing, 71, 163; saying God's name,
67, 69; stringencies, 7, 163-164 166n189, 166n189, 176; synagogue attendance,
67-72,68-72, 71, 76, 162, 164, 170n196, 171, 171n197, 336; days of purification,
167-168, 168n195, 173-176; laws of, 173—-177; practices opposed to halakhah,
162-172; rendering women unfit to perform some mitsvot, 65—73; stringencies,
164-165, 168, 168n194, 176; two immersions, 169n195, 175-177



meta-halakhah, 94, 99

minhag. see custom

minority opinion. see halakhah, minority opinions within

minors. see aliyyot, minors receiving; minyan, minors as part of; Torah reading, minors
engaging in

minyan, 408; egalitarian (see egalitarianism); minors as part of, 213n11; partnership
(see partnership minyanim); women as part of, 209, 213n11, 226, 226n82,
233n107, 295, 295n15, 300, 302, 310, 369, 391, 393, 398; as separate issue from
aliyyot, 295n15; for zimmun, 226

mitsvah: concept of obligation, 391-393, 396, 399, 402, 403, 406; exemption from, 5
(see also "women, exemption from mitsvot"); obligation in, 5, 11; performance by
the exempt, 301n37, 337; on behalf of the obligated, 5, 212, 212n5, 217, 223n65,
367, 372, 378, 385, 387, 391, 398-399, 401, 407, 408; as indecent, 301; for
personal mitsvot, 392; personal vs. communal mitsvot, 217, 218n32, 367, 407;
rabbinically-enacted mitsvot, 214, 223n65; slave's obligation in, 238, 239n127, 240;
women: exempting masses, 320; performing time-bound positive commandments,
111-113, 116n104, 117n104, 211-212, 227-228, 337; women's obligation in, 11,
184-185, 212, 240, 244-245, 245n157 (see also women, exemption from mitsvot);
time-bound positive, 212, 212n6, 212n7, 337, 367; time-bound positive rabbinically-
enacted, 212n8, 367

Modern Orthodoxy, 38, 289, 406. see also Orthodoxy; status of poseqgim within, 21

modesty, 17, 20, 59, 71n39, 105, 115, 115n102, 171, 260, 269, 304—-311; as rationale
for removing women from public sphere, 20, 304, as religious ideal for both men
and women, 115; sexual, 250n167; in synagogue, 306; and women's participation
in synagogue, 5, 59

mourning periods, customs surrounding, 141-143, 143n147, 157

mutual obligation, and women satisfying male obligation in time-bound mitsvot,
117n105a

N

nahat ru'ah. see satisfaction, to provide

needs of women, 6, 85-87; weight in halakhah, 85n66
niddah. see menstrual impurity

O

obligation. see also mitsvah, obligation in: and privilege, 385, 387

opinion: individual (see halakhah, minority opinions within); minority vs. majority, 6, 127,
129

ordination, rabbinic, renewal of, 98, 99

Orthodoxy, 2, 133n126, 133n127, 210, 273, 277n243, 289, 292n3, 293, 406;
contemporary, social status of women within, 249, 263, 356—357; fear: of becoming
non-Orthodox, 87, 97, 109n94, 131, 273; of modernity, 7—8; of schisms within, 23,
95n76, 210, 262, 285-287, 361-362; and heterodox movements, 17, 273 (see also
Orthodoxy, fear, of becoming non-Orthodox); disassociation from influence of, 8,
98, 104, 132; fear of influence of, 8, 98, 104, 108, 109, 109n94, 131, 132, 260 (see
also denominations, non-Orthodox); Modern (see Modern Orthodoxy)



P

pain, psychological. see anguish, psychological

Parashat Zakhor, obligation of women to hear, 63—-64

partnership minyanim, 3, 4, 289

peace, ways of. see halakhah, pleasantness as a value within

performance by the exempt on behalf of the obligated. see mitsvah, performance by the
exempt

permitting something: generally forbidden, 133; not forbidden previously, 97, 97n81,
110n94, 134

pesaq. see also halakhah: historical contexts of sources and, 123; methodologies of,
127 (see also halakhic methodology); reasoning, role within, 129, 130, 264; role of
academic research vs. yeshivah study, 123, 123n108, 123n109; role of historical
and sociological approaches in arriving at, 123; role of surrounding factors, 11, 18,
22,96, 123, 124, 160

pleasant, to make things. see satisfaction, to provide

pleasantness. see halakhah, pleasantness as a value within

pluralism. see halakhic pluralism

policy, public, 9, 41, 52n18, 60, 62, 89n70, 94

political leadership, by women, 6n9

porets geder. see Rabbinic law, "breaching the fence"

poseq, 7, 14, 16, 21-23, 92, 93, 114n101, 123, 406. see also halakhah, role of poseq in
creating change within

poseqim: approving existing practices against gemara, 110-111; examples of, 111-112;
ignoring practices opposed to halakhah, 114, 114n101; women as, 21, 23

poseqot. see poseqim, women as

prayer: of Abba, 31; change in structure of, 292; communal, women leading, 386n19;
concentration during, 306—-310; custom in, 107n92; distraction during, 59, 250n167,
304, 308-309; of Nehunya ben Hakanah, 31-34; public: as parallel to public Torah
reading, 368; women taking on obligation of, 388; separation between men and
women (see separation between men and women, at synagogue); sexual thoughts
during (see thoughts, sexual; women, sexual distraction to men); women
discharging men's obligation in, 369; women's obligation in, 224, 224n75

prayer groups, women-only. see women's prayer groups

prayer service. see also synagogue service: ad hoc, 269; change within, 292;
egalitarian (see egalitarianism); outside synagogue, 269; women's participation in,
302

prenuptial agreements, 138n140, 139

private vs. public. see halakhah, public vs. private

prohibiting something permitted, 98—99, 115; authority of Sages to, 99

prohibition, nullifying, 316-317, 317n91

promiscuity, 303n45, 304, 304n48, 304n51, 305, 305n53, 305n56

public sphere, and women, 20, 103n89, 302, 307

public Torah reading. see Torah reading

public vs. private. see halakhah, public vs. private



Q
gol ishah, 5, 71n39, 96n80, 100, 127, 251, 269-270, 269n228, 270, 270n230, 305n53;

and aliyyot for women, 305n53; not problematic in holy settings, 71n39, 96n80,
100n83; and public Torah reading, 270, 270n230; when singing Shabbat zemirot,
96n80, 100-101

gueri'at ha-Torah. see Torah reading

guestioning, 132

R

rabbinic law. see also halakhah: "breaching the fence," 273, 285; nullifying edict of,
317-318; as protection for Biblical law, 285; uncertainty regarding, 53, 312

reader, designated. see Torah reader, designated

reading, secular materials, 144

Reform Judaism, 8, 94, 95, 98, 109n94, 209; fear of imitating, 95, 98, 109n94, 180, 183,
260, 276; fear of influence of, 133, 135

renewal of ancient laws or customs, 98-99

rishonim, literature of the, 49

rising before dawn, 147-148

ritual: religious (see also synagogue ritual); women's desire to participate in, 231,
synagogue (see synagogue ritual)

S

sacrifices, Temple, 74-75

safeqa de-rabbanan, 53

Sages, "but the Sages said," 41-45, 47, 51, 312

Sanhedrin, 21, 89n70

satisfaction, to provide, 69, 79, 232; to women, 74, 75n44, 78, 231, 231n98, 336—-337,
361, 385

schisms, 285-287; fear of creating, 262, 347, 361-362

Scroll of Esther. see Megillah

section: men's (see women, in men's section of synagogue); women's, 307

semikah. see ordination, rabbinic

semikhat yadayyim. see hands, laying of

separation between men and women, 298-299, 304, 306, 309; halakhic history of, 48;
necessitating separate synagogues for men and women, 171n197; at synagogue,
72n41, 209-210, 284, 298, 307 (see also mehitsah); in the Temple in Jerusalem,
74, 248, 297-298, 307; at weddings, 52, 53, 115n102

Shabbat: hearing aid on, 79-80, 79n59, 338; moving newspapers on, 145n153; reading
on, 140-141, 144, 144n150, 144n152, 145n153, 146n153; using toothpick on, 80,
80n60

shame, 76, 79-80, 246, 249. see also anguish, psychological; embarrassment;
subjectivity of, 159-160, 246

she at ha-dehaq. see extenuating circumstances

shelihot tsibbur, women serving as. see cantor, woman as

shofar, and women, 78, 79, 111-112, 116n104, 385, 397, 410

Shulhan arukh, 90, 124, 140, 253n174, 254, 323, 325; and halakhah today, 140-148



singing, by women. see gol ishah

slippery slope argument, 97, 137, 178, 211, 232

spirituality, 85, 116, 134, 394

status of women. see women, status

sterile, forcing men to divorce women who are, 142-143

sterility, permission of women to choose, 152-153

study, Torah. see Torah study

suffering, human, weight given to in halakhah, 88n70, 152, 154-156

sukkah, 150; and women, 111, 112, 112n96, 228n89, 397

synagogue, 269, 310n73; art in, 147, 147n154, 147n155; change in current practice of,
210, 288; decorum in, 247 (see also synagogue service, decorum during); men's
section (see women, in men's section of synagogue); as a minor Temple, 299-300;
Orthodox, 292; current practice, 210, 361-362, 406; halakhic integrity of, 271; and
women's aliyyot, 293; as a place of men, 307n62; separate structures for men and
women, 171n197; separation between men and women (see separation between
men and women, at synagogue); structure causing exclusion of women, 86;
women's attendance, 57n23, 59, 63, 72n41, 162n177, 171n197, 214, 307, 378
(see also synagogue, women's participation in; women, sexual distraction to men);
on High Holidays, 68—72, 72n41, 76, 336; during menstrual impurity, 6771, 162;
women's exclusion, 171, 171n197; causing pain, 85—-86; due to fears of witchcraft,
172n197; due to possibility of mixing with men, 72n41; Maharam of Rothenberg's
view on, 53, 56; women's leadership, 103n89; women's participation in, 2, 36, 59,
85, 108, 209, 233, 302, 304 (see also synagogue ritual, women's participation in);
women's presence, causing illicit sexual thoughts in men, 71n39, 171n197;
women's section, 307

synagogue ritual, women's participation in, 6, 36, 117, 209, 339; desire for, 85-86, 209,
339

synagogue service, 3, 4, 262; decorum during, 242, 284, 297, 403; outside synagogue,
269; young people, involvement, 246, 263, 263n205, 356

synagogue tradition, opposition to changes in, 14, 138

T

tallit, women saying blessing over, 113, 227. see also tsitsit

tefillah groups, women's separate. see women's prayer groups

tefillin and women, 57n23, 111, 112n96, 113, 385

Temple, separation between men and women, 74, 248, 297-298, 307

testimony, 151, 231-232

thoughts, sexual, 52, 71n39, 100n83; during prayer, 305-306; in synagogue, 101n83,
171n197

tirha de-tsibbura. see congregation, inconveniencing

Torah: belonging to all of Israel, 395, 409; blessings (see blessings, before public Torah
reading; blessings, before studying or reading Torah); and impurity (see impurity
and words of Torah); teaching to girls and women, obligation of, 102n86; and
women, 248, 395-396

Torah reader, designated, 61, 229-230, 235n114, 249-253, 260, 294n9, 324. see also
aliyyot, person called up reading own portion; affect on permissibility of aliyyot for



women, 61, 253-254; history of, 229, 235n114; purpose of institution of, 230,
230Nn95, 249-250, 294n9; woman serving as, 324

Torah reading, 5, 308. see also aliyyot; from a defective scroll, 213n10 (see also kevod
ha-tsibbur, examples where invoked); haghel as model for, 214, 214n13, 364, 393,
historical development of, 214, 362—-365, 386—387, 392, 407; minors engaging in,
217,217n31, 225n78, 254, 310, 392, 398, 400; Mishnaic times, 54, 365 (see also
Torah reading, historical development of); on Monday and Thursday, 214, 214n19,
362-363; obligation, 310, 392, 396, 411; communal, 12, 214-215, 215n20,
215n24, 217, 225n78, 235, 237n120, 255-256, 267, 368, 375, 379, 386, 389, 391,
398, 400, 407; accepted as halakhah, 215-216; personal, 216n29, 225n78,
237n120, 373, 375, 386; of women, 113, 212n8, 213, 214, 237, 250n167, 255, 256,
301, 310, 359, 367, 373, 375-377, 386, 391, 392, 400; as parallel to public
worship, 368, 408; from a partial scroll, 212n10; as part of preliminary morning
service, 218; from a printed book, 59—-60; purpose of, 55; bestowing kindness, 394;
sanctification via as Torah study, 393, 409, 410; studying vs. hearing, 363—-364,
373, 398-399, 409 (see also Torah reading, as Torah study); Torah study (see
Torah reading, as Torah study); as rabbinic enactment, 48—49, 214, 214n19,
223n65; requirement of congregation to hear, 221-222, 221n57; requiring a minyan
present, 300, 366; requiring at least one adult, male reader, 238, 255, 370, 400,
407; slave engaging in, 240-241; as time-bound commandment, 367, 375, 408,
411; as Torah study, 12, 217, 224, 258, 363-364, 373, 391, 393, 394, 395, 397,
398, 409; women engaging in, 2, 6, 14, 35, 52, 210, 211, 225, 288, 291, 400 (see
also aliyyot, women receiving); and custom, 274—285; fulfilling communal
obligation, 389, 392, 400, 401, 408; fulfilling men's obligation, 116n105a, 211,
211n4, 213, 217, 255, 359, 361, 369, 373, 374, 391, 393, 395, 400, 409; reasons,
214, 217; historical precedence for, 15; for maftir, 411; middle aliyyot only, 314,
371, 396, 400; objections to, 211, 218, 222, 225, 225n77, 226, 233, 235, 258, 263,
288, 314; birkhot ha-Torah, 268n222, 371, 396; when each oleh says a blessing,
371, 396, 407; outside synagogue, 254, 267, 269, 272, 319, 320, 321; in a private
minyan, 268 (see also outside synagogue); in a town of kohanim, 266—267 (see
also kohanim, town of); in women's tefillah groups, 209; women leaving synagogue
for, 284; custom of, 275-276, 284, 376-377

Torah scroll: scrolling before congregation (see kevod ha-tsibbur, examples where
invoked); women touching while niddah, 65

Torah study, 393, 398, 409-410; blessings over (see blessings, before studying or
reading Torah); obligation of, 211, 217, 219, 221, 373; oral law: women's study of,
102n86, 117n105a, 361n2; and public Torah reading (see Torah reading, as Torah
study); by women, 59, 102, 102n86, 108, 361n2, 395; exemption from, 12, 55,
211-212,212n7, 212n9, 217, 219, 223-224, 226, 228, 258-259, 295, 376, 377,
391, 393, 394, 396-397, 399, 402; fulfilling men's obligation, 397-398, 409;
increased access for, 2, 23, 397; limited to practical halakhah, 223, 223n66

town, of kohanim. see kohanim, town of

traditions, attachment to, 61, 61n30, 63—64

tragedy of women's lives, 105-106

tsibbur. see also congregation: definition of, 58n25, 268, 269n224, 319-322, 344-345

tsitsit and women, 113



U
universalism, 19, 19n44

\Y

values: inclusiveness (see inclusiveness, as value); underlying halakhic deliberation
(see halakhic deliberation, values underlying)

voting rights, women's, 77, 77n55, 95n77. see also elections, women's participation in

wW

ways of: peace (see halakhah, pleasantness as a value within); pleasantness (see
halakhah, pleasantness as a value within)

wedding, separation between men and women at, 52, 53, 115n102

"who has not made me a woman." see blessings, "who has not made me a woman"

women, 6, 102n86; attitudes towards in modern society, 4, 22, 84, 356-357; as
authority figures, 6n9, 23, 103, 361n2; changing status in traditional Jewish
community, 23, 211, 263; denial of access to permissible practices, 210; equality
with men as halakhic ideal, 125; exemption from mitsvot, 78, 117n105a, 152, 397,
410 (see also Torah study, by women, exemption from); time-bound positive, 211—
212, 212n8, 367, fulfilling men's obligation in mitsvot, 212, 217, 304; time-bound
positive mitsvot, 117n105a; fulfilling other's obligation, 320, 379; and kaddish (see
kaddish, recitation by women); in men's section of synagogue, 53, 65, 71n39, 251,
260, 271-273, 307; obligation: in prayer, 224, 224n75; in time-bound positive
mitsvot, 212n6, 212n7, 212n8, 367; performing circumcision, 57n23; and the public
sphere, 20, 302, 307; as Rabbinic pleaders, 103; right to vote, 77, 77n55; roles for:
in modern society, 4, 84, 249, 356—357; proper, 60, 387-388; seductive powers of,
20; sexual distraction to men, 59, 250n167, 304, 308—-309; status, 240; in ancient
times, 124-126, 247; in halakhah, developments in, 24, 124-125; in Jewish
religious tradition, 17, 20, 20n44, 124-125; in modern society, 4, 21, 22, 84, 125,
211, 249; as reflected in halakhah, 124-126, 247; in traditional or Orthodox
Judaism, 17, 211; taking on additional halakhic obligations, 388; and tefillin, 57n23;
Torah learning (see Torah study, by women)

women's aliyyot. see aliyyot, women receiving

women's prayer groups, 4, 37n6, 108, 109, 109n93, 155, 209, 209n1, 233, 233n107,
293, 334n150, 361n2

women's Torah learning. see Torah study, by women

Y
yibbum, 150-152

Z

zemirot, Shabbat, women singing, 96n80, 100-101

zimmun: am ha-arets joining, 232, 232n104, 232n105, 232n106; women joining male
zimmun, 115n102, 226; and counting for the minyan, 226



